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Welcome to Dr. Karan Singh
Dr. R.P. Hooda,
(Vice-Chancellor)

Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Faculty Colleagues, Dear
Students and Present August Gathering !

This day, the 2™ of February, is yet again a solemn occasion
when we have assembled here to pay our respects to Ch Ranbir
Singh and hear the 2" Memorial Lecture on his Death Anniversary.
Last year, we had with us, on this very day, Shri Pranab Mukherjee,
the Hon’ble Finance Minister of India, who spoke for long with
authority on some of lesser known aspects of the multifaceted
personality of Ch. Ranbir Singh, taking pains to unforld his
achievements and contributions for public cause, in a rare role model
in almost all important of life.

To deliver the 2™ Ch. Ranbir Singh Memorial Lecture, we
have amongst us today a person no less renowned that Dr. Karan
Singh, who, I believe, hardly needs any introduction since most of
us present in this gathering must have heard, if not personally
experienced, the qualities of a real statesman that he possesses.
Yet, I would be failing in my humble duty if I do not refresh our
memory of what makes Dr. Karan Singh a hugely distinguished
person in his own right and by his singular achievements of very high
order.

Dr. Karan Singhis indeed a true statesman on the strength of
his eloquent qualities and achievements that hardly anyone else
possesses.Having earned his doctoral degree from the Delhi University,
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with schooling at the iconic Dehradun-based Doon School left behind,
Dr. Karan Singh modeled himself as a teacher and grew into a Professor
inthe real sense, then on becoming an educationist, a prolific writer, and
an author of widely acknowledged fame and acclaim. He later took on
as an environmentalist of abundant concerns, and acquiring over time
much more to be what not. He is indeed a vast reservoir of deep
knowledge and understanding of the statecraft, wide experience, and a
highly rational thinking person about all domains and dimensions of
Natural Goverance.

The list of positions he has held for long, including
membership of the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha and other High
Powered Coordination and Consultative Committees of the Indian
Parliament in almost all important spheres of Governmental working, is
indeed too long a story to exhaust narration in the limited time.

Dr. Karan Singh has ably adorned many other high offices like
being the Chancellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru University and the Banaras
Hindu University, and the Ambassador of India to the United States,
and, above all, a Minister in the Union Cabinet too. AsIlooked for his
brief profile from his personal website, happily I would find no place
and no position atleast at the national level where he has not worked in
the service of the Nation. What a rare personage he truly is, and, we
pray, he would always be so for long time to come, to the envy of
almost all those who would vie to gain a step-up atleast at the national
political ladder scene. Arecipient of the coveted Padma Vibhushan,
Dr. Singh is currently India’s representative on he Executive Board of
the UNESCO.

Even as I wish to be brief in sharing with this august gathering
what Dr. Karan Singh is and has been, may sense of duty and justice
awefully fails me to stop short of saying a few things more about him.
Dr. Karan Singh, as a versatile writer that he is, has authorized a large
number of rare books and published very many authoritative works on
avariety of themes and subjects, covering nationalism, population,
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poverty, defence, religion, Hinduism, diplomacy, contemporary essays,
poems and songs, and, above all, has also written extensively on the
future of humanity and of India in the contest of world scenario.

Among his prominent works are Hinduism : The Eternal
Religion, Bridge to Immortality, Humanity at the Crossroads, The
Earth Has No Corners, etc. Audio & Video cassettes on he Message
of Vedanta, Upanishads, Bhagwad Geeta, and Sri Aurobindo
comprise his unique contributions to the Indian religion and civilization.
Deep natural interest in spirituality and philosophy and his
uncompromising concerns for protection of the fragile global
environment together make him a truly multifaceted and the most
prominent personality of his kind in the country.

Interestingly, Dr. Karan Singh has not allowed even as
diverse a subject as sports to remain untouched by him, as he has
been amember of various sports clubs at different levels and places.
There is no country on the five continents which he has not visited
and in the long process Dr. Karan Singh has gained a superb
knowledge and understanding of all major languages, religions, faiths,
and cultures of the world.

He entered active politics at an early age, but in this long
journey he has significantly deviated, both consciously and
unconsciously, from being a part of the political culture that has
been steadily developing in our country over the years. Importantly,
he has never been either a blind follower or a seeker, unlike almost
all others who comprise the larger part of our decaying body politic.

And, let us also not forget that Dr. Karan Singh is the
descendent in fact himself being the ruler of the erstwhile princely
State of Jammu & Kasmir, who voluntarily surrendered not only all
the personal rights and privileges, but also all magnificent properties
for the well being, and in the service of the people of India. Happily
and proudly we have so highly distinguished and esteemed a person
in Dr. Karan Singh present amongst us this fine morning, and in this
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Auditorium named afterGurudev Rabindranath Tagore, to
deliver the 2" Ch. Ranbir Singh Memorial Lecture.

Sir, this gathering of students and teachers, representing the
University as a whole, is extremely grateful to you to have obliged us
by agreeing to deliver today’s Memorial Lecture. We all greatly,
hugely, proudly and profoundly welcome you to our campus for this
good purpose and a solemn occasion.

‘We also feel beholden to our Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, who by his gracious presence at this
movement, has obliged and inspired the campus fraternity, as ever
before. Sir, we are venturing to find words appropriate to greet and
welcome you to our campus yet again on this particular occasion.
Among other dignitaries present, we also warmly welcome Sh.
Deepender Hooda, our young, dynamic MP from Rohtak and also
Sh. Shadi Lal Batra, for obliging us by their gracious presence on this
occasion.

Dr. Karan Singh, Sir, return to you to say that the University
has established a Chair in the memory of Late Ch. Ranbir Singh who
left this mortal world two years ago on February 1, 2009 having
reached aripe age of 92 years. Under the aegis of this Chair, we have
already done a significant work to highlight the contributions made by
Ch. Ranbir Singh in the various fields during the long active life. But,
we would have to dive to this oceanic to scan through and bring out
his real role as a staunch freedom fighter, a versatile parliamentarian,
and as an extremely humble and simple pious person who did so
much for the welfare of his people, particularly the farmers, the landless
agricultural workers, and other downtrodden and oppressed sections
of our society.

As we go through his participation in the long debates in the
Constituent Assembly, of which he was one of the most active members,
leave us wonder struck and highly impressed by his true understanding
of the Indian scenario prevailing in those early days, his tremendous
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concerns with which he so loudly spoke and fought at various legislative
levels, in the true Gandhian role, for the rights of the under-privileged,
and his visionary thoughts and actions being truly worthy to be cherished
in sweet memory.

To mention only one of the many important things about Ch.
Ranbir Singh, it was his vision and action that the agrarian economy
of Haryana and Punjab has flourished so much. Ithas been possible
only because of the Bhakra Dam Project which was raised in pursuance
of arare feat of his foresightedness. Its blueish clean waters now flow
as far as even to large tracts of once parched lands of Rajasthan.

In compatibility with Ch. Ranbir Singh’s unique personal
qualities of head and heart that we need to rear and nourish at large,
and which he so consciously and unconsciously nurtured and practiced
all through his life, Dr. Karan Singh has rightly chosen to speak on the
theme : “The Message of Bhagwad Geeta”, which is areal tribute to
the kind, pious and vibrating-for-the-poor soul of Ch. Ranbir Singh
that remained deeply embedded in his body till his last.

As I personally recall and remember Ch. Ranbir Singh, I
always see him wearing an innocent broad smile, with his watery,
twinkling, eyes trying to say more than what he would fail to say, as he
was growing too old.

Revered Dr. Karan Singh, Sir, may I now request you kindly
to take over the reins of this Memorial Lecture in your own charismatic

style.
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